London calling
Escape to Britain’s
capital for the latest in
theater, oodles of
museums, cozy pubs,
and alittle pomp and
circumstance.See
page 14.

W DoDDS sports fields
High school athletes are

4 wrapping up their fall sports
seasons. See page 28 for a
look at the action in the past
| several weeks.
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Online education

Army expands free web-based
opportunity for enlisted Soldiers

The Army Continuing Educa- maining time in service to complete
tion System’s eArmyU program is the eArmyU course in which they
now available to most active-duty are enrolling.
enlisted Soldiers. The Army-wide expansion of the

The Army launched eArmyU in program comes with some critical
2001 to offer eligible enlisted Sol- changesin Soldier enrolimenteligi-| &=
diers the opportunity to work to- bility, officials said.
ward a college degree or certificate  Enrollmentin eArmyU’s laptop
online. The program began withoption (referred to as Technology|
selected installations, and so falPackage) will be limited only to
more than 46,000 Soldiers have takesoldiers who re-enlist for assign-
courses from 29 institutions. ment in a combat forces or opera

With the program’s expansion tional unit, as defined by senior
to the entire Army, the eArmyU Army leadership in the list below.
“Technology Pack” or “laptop op-  Laptop program enrollees will
tion” will be offered solely as a receive a state-of-the-art laptop tg
retention and readiness tool in supuse in their participation, and will be i
port of Army Transformation and required to successfully complete Photo by Bruce Anderson
the Army Campaign Plan, officials 12 semester hours in three years col. Sharon Duffy, 3rd COSCOM deputy commander, re-enlists Spc. Eveling Vetter (left toright), Spc. Casey
said, by encouraging re-enlistmentinstead of the current two years| coleman and Sgt. Christine Irvin at a ceremony on Wiesbaden Army Airfield Oct. 27.
into combat forces and operationalSoldiers must have three years timef-
units. in-service remaining at the time of u u

The eArmyU “no laptop” en- programenrollment, and must have &u ps rema I n Ig
rollment, now called “eCourse en-concurrent enrollment approval
rollment,” will be offered to the ma- fromtheircommander andthe ACES

jority of other active-duty Soldiers, counselor. Local Soldiers continue to re-enlist Jaanowski, command carepr

officials said. Both “no-laptop” and “laptop” counselor with the 1st AD, wh¢
With eCourse enroliment Sol- students receive several tools to sug- despite on going deployments heads a team of 20. “Even during
diers use their personal computergort their success as an online sty- the quarter we were extended fin

to participate in the program on adent, including an Internet Service| ~ BY David Ruderman counselors working directly with |54 ‘e maintained some of tije

course-by-course basis. There irovideraccount, textbooks, eArmyu| **4™ Arej;;’ﬁ,’;”g}?:: up Public st Armored Division and 3rd Corps hjghest retention numbers in the
Support Command Soldiers. Army. Our first quarter of [fisca

no longer a service-remaining re-“Boot Camp” tutorial, an email ac- R listment bers in - : .
quirement with the eCourse option,count, online academic tutoring, digi- e-enlistment numbers in  “Lastfiscal year we were one of year] 2005 has the highest nufp-
104th Area Support Group-basedthe top two retention producers inpers I've ever seen in my caregr

officials said. However, they said, tallibrary services and 24/7 helpdesk —" ; - . .
Soldiers must have sufficient re- See Education on page 4 units remain strong, said careethe Army,” said Sgt. Maj. James See Re-ups on page 4

Iron Soldiers take their stories to nation’s capital

By Sgt. Andrew Meissner watch during Operation Iragi Freedom. in 26th and completing the 10-mile course in
1st Armored Division Public Affairs Office The Army 10-Miler, the kick-off event for 54 minutes.

After a 15-month deployment to Iraq thethe weeklong convention, ran through Wash- Akremisaidthatin orderto help the team’s
Iron Soldiers of 1st Armored Division sharedington, beginning and ending at the Pentesverall efforthe had to give his personal best.
their stories with the rest of the Army duringgon. Although the weather was cool andFor me, my firstgoal is to win individually.
the 2004 Association of the United Stategray for spectators, it was good for runnersThat way we can all win as a team,” he said.
Army convention in Washington, D.C. The division team came in seventh among Sgt. Louis Cogswell of Company A, 141st

The focal point of the division’s presencethe 13,000 runners that entered the race. $ignal Battalion, said he feltall the racers took
during the convention was a central booth ispanned the spectrum of Soldiers serving ifie event seriously. “Everybody on the team
the convention hall where the Soldiers circuthe “Old Ironsides” Division including com- putinalotof hard work,” he said. “And if you
lated programs about the division’s operabat support, combat service support antPok atthe results you can see the effort was

Photo by Sgt. Andrew Meissner tjons and exploits while deployed. combatarms Soldiers. worth it.”
Lt. Col. Garry Bishop, 1-37th Armor com- In addition to printed matter Iron Soldiers ~ Spc. Abdelmalek Akremi of Company B, ~ Cogswell finished the race in 74 minutes.
mander, discusses the battle for Karbala gave multimedia presentations of thel23rd Main Support Battalion, was the first During their presentation the 1st AD Sol-
during Operation Iraqi Freedom. division’s operations taking place under itslst AD runner across the finish line coming See Iron Soldiers on page 3




Commentary

Stay safe

Commentary by Gen. B.B. Bell

U.S. Army Europe commander

y

We will celebrate[§
two special holidays irf
November. Veterang
Day is observed td,g
honor those who have
served with the U.S
armed forces. Thanksg
giving provides an op
portunity for us to give
thanks for our bounty and our freedo

long weekends this month to travel
participate in winter sports.
As always leaders must conduct “

before allowing them to go on pass
leave. Soldiers must openly discuss t
plans with their leaders, and leaders
approve their travel plans before granti
the time off. We must all take responsi

ity for our actions and make good risk-

management decisions, on and off du

We face atough challenge this holid
season. The secretary has directed
Department of Defense to reduce a

dents by 50 percent by the end of fisga

year 2005. U.S. Army Europe s closing
onthatgoal, and | am sure we can achi
it; but we have already had one fatality t
fiscalyearandthe long winterin USARE
is just beginning.

Overthe next several months the sa

of our redeploying Soldiers will be our
primary concern. Pastredeployments have

shown that when units first return to g

rison, Soldiers concentrate on reintegfa

tion and reconstitution tasks; howev
90-120 days after redeploying they be
to lose their focus.

Many start taking shortcuts, and t
number of discipline indicators, such

drunk-driving incidents, starts to climip.

Accidents begin to happen.

Leaders atall levels mustrecognize
dangers and take steps to mitigate rig
We must not let down our guard.

For Soldiersin garrison, enjoy the hg

days and take time for yourselves gnd no fault of his own, found himself destitutephysicalimpairments that will affect the

your families. Take care of each other g
above all, remain vigilant. To the familie
of deployed troops, | say thank you f
your continued support of your Soldie

You are all great patriots. No loss of li
is our goal this holiday season. Do not
anyone die on your watch as we contir
to execute with excellence — Any Mi

Celebrating American education

to visit his or her local school this week. We know that parental participation is an
It is our opportunity to show you the essential factorinachild’s successinschool.
quality education offered to DoDDS stu-When students know parents care, they care.
dents. Our outstanding programs have been Just as the military is different from what
recognized by our students’ high scores oit was even a few years ago, schools are no
the Terra Nova, Scholastic Aptitude Testonger what most of us remember from our
and National Association of Educationalown school days. Just as the military pre-
Progress test, America’s standard tests. pareswarriors for unforeseen challenges, we
Allthe components of the European Comprepare our students for challenges we
mand strongly support the DoDDS systenmaven’t even thought of yet. Just as you are
one of the strengths of 0 and encourage service members and civikere defending freedom, we are teaching stu-
country. We inthe Depart- iansto become involved intheir local schoolsdents the meaning and value of freedom.
ment of Defense Dependents Schools-Edirect adult involvement in the educational  Join us in celebrating American Educa-
rope are very proud of that and want to showrocess has had a greatly positive effect dion Week. Visit your local school. You'll be

Commentary by

Dr. Elizabeth Walker
Heidelberg District Superintendent’s Office

American Educatio
Week, Nov. 14-20, isatimé
for the Army community
to celebrate our succeq
and get involved in loca
schools.

Our public schools arg

N seekers of freedom and opportunity such as me, and enabling me to

be called an American. Yes, proudly.
K.C. Bertling
Wiesbaden family member

der the oak tree” meetings with Soldigrs Thankful everyday for America

or Totheeditor:
eir  Whilelooking through my son’s old photo album, | was delighted
stto come across a thankful card he made when he was 5 years old; he
is now 30. Initis th_e list of what he was th_ankfl_JI for: Jesus, God, tFFeIping wounded at Landstuhl
il- policeman, the mailman, his babysitter Nita, his teacher, the sun,wgar Soldiers
moon, our house and his mom and dad. vy ' h W d of d alad that
Afterreadingit, | asked myself what | am thankful for. As a mother ou are ourheroes. We are very proud ofyou and giad that you
~ inamilitary family, there were times we faced very painful separatiof’lge home safe now. _Thank you that you have fought the war against
ihavhen duty called. | wasn't always a model Korean wife, grateful gt 'Y form of terrorism. Thank you that you have brought more
ci- My husband’s sacrifices, especially when sending off both my s f k
jand my husband to faraway countries across the water. Terrible to say, not all your qomrades had as much luck as you _to
in  Weall have stories to tell about buckets of tears, saying goodiy¥"ne safely home. Many Soldiers are grievously wounded and will
vlo friends and family, and giving up jobs we loved to follow husbané@dUire long hospitalization and rehabilitation. | was again in the
in the military. | know there are thousands of family members who ha@Spital in Landstuhl Regional Medical Center and visited Soldiers
R experienced the same and continue to face similar challenges. atthe Fisher House. They have nothing as they arrive in Germany from
| also know they ultimately will become change masters. the war. We brought them backpacks filled with things they can use.
Today | am thankful for our American forefathers’ foundation that | support the group Soldiers Angels Foundation. You can read
gives the opportunity for people like me to become citizens of the freReout about us atwww.armyfisherhouses.org/testsite/
world. | am also thankful for our fearless men and women in uniforfandstuhl3.htmlAnyone interested in donating items for the wounded

is

their gallantry, selfless giving, abilities and skills. And mostof all lafieroes at Landstuhl can let me know per email at
_thankful for America’s resourcefulness to give and defend what WesephineFS@aol.com.
believe is the right thing to do. Thank you, America, for embracing Wilhelmine Aufmkolk, Wiesbaden Kontakt Club

r-

r,

"Second thoughts: Never forget veterans
AS By David Ruderman riencing similar abuse. Lip service with noeffectively when they need our help. We

104th Area Support Group Public Affairs tangible support is an insult to those whanust ensure veterans the ongoing support
Office have risked the most, and often paid the pricéhey need to put their lives to together and

he A recent report in “Stars and Stripes’for the welfare of us all. sustain them when they cannot yet do it

ks.recounted the story of a badly wounded We now have hundreds of young and naghemselves.

Operation Iragi Freedom veteran whoso young Americans, veterans of the No vet should ever fall through

I- through bureaucratic mismanagement aniiaq War, recuperating in hospitals fro the cracks.

: Fortunately for this one Soldier, news

nd, and living on the street. rest of their lives. Thousands more have\ reports reached the corridors of power.

S According to the report, the Soldier’s lastmoved on from Walter Reed and Brooketo A one-star general in the Pentagon reacted

PI' re-enlistment bonus had been retracted whemntinue life paths they could never havéwiftly, took on his case and straightened out

S- he was discharged. His bank account foldeimagined when they enlisted. the snafu.

€ he couldn't pay his rent and found himself They need our help. Unfortunately, the With Veterans Day upon us once again

let living out of his car. It's the kind of situation majority of our countrymen don’t get it. It is we must rededicate ourselves to remember-

‘uethat America cannot tolerate. critical that we who know the Army, who ing the sacrifices of our Soldiers both past

i For one Soldier whose plight makes thenake the government function, stay alert tand present, and to honoring them with deeds

2
s

=

sion, Anywhere.

press, you can bet there are hundreds expe needs of veterans and react swiftly anas well as words.
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News and features

Memorial qmlt supports families

It's not everyday a person can put his

. . her hobby skills to good use to help others T o
CID increases reward in murder case aworthy cause, but one V Corps Soldier

The U.S. Army Criminal Investigation Command(is  found a way.
offering a $75,000 reward to anyone with informatipn  sgt. Nicole S. Smith, assigned to the Hed
leading to the apprehension and conviction of the guarters and Headquarters Company, 121§t
person(s) responsible for the murder of Pfc. Amanda sijgnal Battalion, is using her sewing skills {0 &
Gonzales in Hanau. The body of Gonzales, age 19,|wasnake a quilt that will be auctioned to raige
found Nov. 5, 2001, on the floor of her Fliegerhofst money for the 1st Infantry Division Foundg-
barracks room after she did not report for work. The deathtion. The proceeds will be used to fund schg
was ruled a homicide by asphyxiation. Gonzales Was agrships for children of Soldiers killed in thg= * /!
cook assigned to Headquarters Supply Company, 127thine of duty. Currently there are 48 childrefi
Aviation Support Battalion, at the time of her death. \who qualify for the financial assistance.
Anyone with information regarding the case sholld  The foundation is a charitable organiz
contactthe Wiesbaden CID Office at mil 336-2481/2487 tjon established by the Society of the V
or civ (0611) 816-2481. Information will be held in the  nfantry Division in 1966 during the Vietna P
strictest confidence allowable under the law, officials \war. The foundation allowed for funds to Hill
said. Information can also be emailed [0 collected bvSoldiers of the “Big Red One”
crime.tips@belvoir.army.mi{Army News Service) division inViyeStnam and itsveter:ns athome, E)gt Nicole S. Smith (left)and Spc. Andrew W. Meyer display the quilt Smith
USAREUR Sexual Assault Hotline establish scholarships for children of divis'oﬁwa:lhewr#lﬁlm Iraqflst|$I>O(I:_urrelr(1_tlllyIzle_lnlgauctlonedto raise scholarship money

U.S. Army Europe’s Sexual Assault Hotline prp- Soldierskilled during that war. orthechiidren ot Soldlers kfledinrag.
vides victims of sexual assault immediate, 24-hgur ‘I had planned on making a quilt since before | came tand piecing together, Smith did receive a helping hand when
assistance, seven days a week. To receive immexiatéra%" Smith said. “Il wanted this to be a piece of history anghe needed it. Her mother mailed her the fabric, Soldiers
assistance call mil 371-3550/3551 or civ (06221) 17- Something different; something a Soldier made.” donated patches to be added and several Iragis embroidered
3550/3551. Outside Germany call civ (0049) 6221-17-  The quiltis made up of more than 100 squares embrahke names of units on the quilt.

3550/3551. A toll-free number is also available witHin dered with the units who have served with the divisioninthe “| didn’t expect to get so much support from other
Germany — civ (00800) 027-72858. The hotline is fot second iteration of Operation Iragi Freedom, Smith saidoldiers,” Smith said. “They really helped out a lot.”
acounseling service. USAREUR callers are connegted2dding that many of its blocks are signed by division general Smith said she was happy to devote her free time to a
to their local law enforcement agency where they pre officers and other senior leaders. The back side is a sheet thalrthy cause. “I hope it brings enough money to make a
assisted by local Military Police who will help attajn has beensigned by anumber of deployed Soldiers. The waigeable donation,” she said.

emergency medical services if needed. Callers wil| be is 100 percent cotton and queen-sized, measuring seven-by-The 1st Infantry Division Memorial Quilt is now being
asked to provide their name and location so that Seven feet. offered for auction on Ebay. The auction continues through
appropriate law enforcement and medical persornel The process of making the quilt started in April and tookNov. 11.More information is available by visiting the Ebay
can be contacted. Callers are not required to pro ideabout three months, Smith said. While she did almost eveyebsite and typing the number 2278625815 in the search
their name to the hotline respondéEurope Re-| Part of the quilt herself, such as the cutting, sizing, ironinglock. (Courtesy of 1st Infantry Division Public Affairs)

gional Medical Command Public Affairs)

German-American ties lron SO’d’erS " " m N N N N N N N N N N N NN NN NN

Brig. Gen. Oscar R. Anderson, 1st Armored Di
sion assistant division commander for support; dol.
Dyfierd A. Harris, 4th Brigade commander; and Col.
Herman “Tracy” Williams Ill, 104th Area Suppoit
Group commander, discussed the importance of main-

taining close German-American relations during a v|sit ) ; . ' )
with Mayor Stefan Erb of Erlensee Nov. 1. The U|S. mat_e_nals and c_ontmuo_usly rur_mmg_wsual presentations. |n
military and German officials discussed commun|ty iddltlontqthedlsglay, I|\_/f_e mult_l(;nedlaprehsentatlonsgroug tf
matters and stressed that efforts would continug tot € €Xperience ot Specific inci ents to the eyes and ears(o
ensure close ties. the aumence. . . -
During the three presenations, the Iron Soldiers told thei

stories to members of the U.S. and allied nations’ armg
oy ] : forces, Department of Defense contractors and other cg
; vention attendees.

All three presentations were based on the division’s
actions during Operation Iron Saber. The operation togk
place April 18 through July 3, 2004, in several cities located
south of Baghdad. During Iron Saber, Soldiers quelled|a
militant uprising of anti-Iraqi forces operating in the Multi- Photo by Sgt. Andrew Meissner
National Division-Central South sector. Col. Ralph Baker, 2nd Brigade commander, discusses his

One presentation dissected the battle to wrestle Karbalgit’s role in Iraq during the battle for Al Kut.
from Muqtada al Sadr’s militia.

Lt. Col. Garry Bishop, 1st Battalion, 37th Armor Regiment  All the presentations were warmly received, and during

commander, explained the complexities of the conflict iluestion and answer sessions following the briefings audi-
Karbala during May and June of 2004. ence member stood up and voiced their appreciation for what

Maj. Martha Granger and Sgt. Maj. Edward Masseythe men and women of America’s Tank Division did for their
Division Support Command, discussed the complexities gfountry under such adverse conditions.
the logistics battle during Operation Iron Saber during their Maj. Scott Caldwell, division civil affairs and AUSA
presentation, “Turning Around America’s Tank Division.” presentation officer, said attending the AUSA convention
The third speaker, Col. Ralph Baker, commander of theas a worthwhile cause for the division and its participating
2nd Brigade Combat Team, gave a presentation about tBeldiers.
battle for Al Kut. Baker’s presentation was repeated laterin “Now people have a better understanding of what the
the week at AUSA’s “Warriors Corner.” division did,” he said. “They got a good picture of what we
Following Baker’s presentation, Maj. Gen. Martin E.did fromthe Soldier level allthe way up to division (headquar-
Dempsey, 1st AD commander, followed up with his observders). We were able to showcase what the Soldiers did during
tions. Operation Iragi Freedom.”

Continued from page 1

diers used a variety of graphics, texts, sights and sound e,

tackle the task of translating their experiences during Operfa-

tion Iraqi Freedom to the public. .
This process started with their display booth, its printef

Photo by Peter Cord
Brig. Gen. Oscar R. Anderson (from left), Mayor Stefan
Erb, Col. Herman “Tracy” Williams llland Col. Dyfierd A.
Harris pose for a photo during the German-American
get-together.

WWW.104thasg. hanau.army .Ml ..........cecececeieceniecinceccensccecscessecessscssssssssssssssssssssssssssesses NOU. 9, 2004 Herald Union Page 3
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Re-ups............covvuu..

better. For example, we can't getwhata $10 an hour job gets them o
Fort Monroe for a Soldierifthey're the outside, they really start to un-
Despite deployments to Iraq andsitting at 120 percent.” derstand what it really means.”
the likelihood of future deploy-  “One disadvantage of being in  “Right now if you take the aver-

Continued from page 1
double that of 2004.”

Neuws flash

Leadership award certificates, nor do family mem
nominations bers or civilian employees whp
Company grade officersand jun-Possess an official passport with
ior warrant officers with the ability & SOFA stamp inside issued by
to understand and influence oth-the State Department. The officigl
ers, provide purpose, direction and?assport, also known as a “n
motivation to accomplish the mis- fe€” passport because it was
sion are being soughtfor Gen. Dousued by the State Department
glas MacArthur Leadership Award no cost to the individual, may be
nominations. Nominees must byred or blue, but is marked “offit
U.S. army company grade officerscial.” (IMA-E Public Affairs)
(Iieutenant. or captain) or .junior More high school
wa}rrant officers (\_/varrant officeror graduates
chief warrant officer 2), not on a
promation list to major or chief
warrant officer 3, have passe
the Army Physical Fitness Te
at most six months before Dec
31, 2004, and meet height a B e VS, ey

weight standards listed in AR “gy,re4, Also in 2003, 27 perce
600-9. Deadline to enter is Dec. 1.0f adults age 25 and over hac

Call Capt. Jason Vranes or Captcollege degree, another recold.
Jennifer Charron at mil 379'7629/Overthe past decade women wlth

6440 for more |nfo_rmat|on. a bachelor's degree or highgr
(USAREUR Public Affairs) jumped nearly 7 percentade
Phone cards disco points, from 19 percent to 26 peir-

The Pirates Cove, locatedcent. Forthe second yearinar
across the street from the backvomen had a slightly higher pr
gate of the former Drake Kaserneportion of high school graduat
on August-Schanz Str. 33in Frank-(85 percent) than men (84 p
furt, features a “phone cards forcent). The states with the high
troops” fund-raising R&B disco high school graduation rates w
every Friday from 11 p.m.to 4 a.m.New Hampshire, Minnesota a
On Nov. 26 a live country band, Wyoming, all around 92 perce
Neon Moon, will be featured start- Among ethnic groups, Asians h
ing at 7:30 p.m. Call civ (069) 541 the highest proportion of colle
177 for more information. graduates at 50 percei(€our-

New SOFA certificates tesy of the U.S. Census Buread)

U.S. forces familymembersandHoliday mail
civilian employees are reminded  Military postal officials report
that they must obtain a new Sta-that its not too early to start mai
tus of Forces Agreement certifi- ing packages to reach stateside
cate from their local passport of-destinations in time for the hol}-
fice by Jan. 15, 2005, if they will days. The following are reco
remainin Germany after that datemended mail-by deadlines fgr
As of that date German officials holiday mail to reach the Unite
will no longer recognize the rub- States from Army Post Offic
ber stamp entries or paper certifi-overseas: Space Available N
cates issued in the past. Uni-20, Parcel Airlift Dec. 4, Priorit
formed members ofthe U.S. forcesmail and first-class cards/lettefs
in Germany do not need the SOFADec. 11, Express mail Dec. 18.

Last year 85 percent of adulfs
age 25 and over ha
completed at leasft
high school, an all

time high, according

[eX

ments, speculation that SoldiersEurope isthat Soldierswillsay, ‘I'll age E-4, married, and you take theif
would opt out in droves has notgo where the Army sends me, bupay, housing, medical benefits,
materialized. I'd like to go back to the States — everything that the Army offers
“We have seen a surge in thethat's where my friends and mythem, that Soldier would probably
increase in what the Army would family are’—or, ‘Germany is OK, have to start right off the bat with a
like us to retain,” said Master Sgt.but I've always wanted to go to Fortjob that pays $20 an hour just to
Gary Schoolfield, senior career counSomewhere in the States,” saidmaintain their currentlifestyle,” said
selor for the 3rd Corps SupportJaranowski. Schoolfield. “And the Army is still
Command, wholeadsateamofeight “There’sreally nogreathurdle,” offering the best job security in the
counselors. said Sgt. 1st Class Robert Lopezworld.... Any Soldier that puts their
“With our ongoing operations retention operations NCO with 3rd best foot forward, that tries their
inthe Global War on Terrorism, we COSCOM. “Most objections are best, is going to succeed.”
want to ensure that we are keepingninor. Soldiers just have to getin  Leaders at all levels are key tg
the quality Soldiers the Army needsthe right mindset and know whathelping Soldiers “stay Army,” said
to provide commanders and leadthey want. Once they make up theicounselors.
ers with a trained and ready forceminds and understand where the “Unit commanders are the unit
Whenwe don'tbring inenough, we Army’s at right now, they know re-enlistment officers. Fromthe dayj
must retain more. These are dewhat they have to do.” a Soldier comes in, the retention
mandingtimesfo_r bOth”Career_Counlnducements, bonuses process begins. We are the
seI?rs ?md rgcrmters, he sa.ud. - Today’s counselors can call Onr.namtamers. We are sustaining thq
We're going to have to brnzg 'n.dan enhanced range of inducement%ne af, fa_r as keepl_ng the foxholes
more and retain even more,” sai llled,” said Schoolfield.

S - ~“Fand bonuses to offer. A S ,
Jaranovysku p0|nt|r]g to coming in- “The Army recently released sev- . _Rete’ntlon is aleader’s respon-|
creasesinthe Army’stotal force Ievel'eral bonus messages,” said Sgt 1SSthI|Ity. I've been a counselor for

While the prospect of future . ' 9t “Jver 15 years and I've never been

Class Daniel Nagle, a 1st AD career . . .
deployments has apparently notCounselor “They're offering a lot of with a unit that looks out for its
had a detrimental effect on re-en- X Soldiersthe way 1st AD does,” said
listment, it has weighed on Army MOSS [Military Occupational Spe: Jaranowski, praising the concerr
families and colored the process tomalty] bonuses th‘f’“ they weren Lfor Soldiers at all levels of leader-
some degree, said counselors.  °ffering before. It gives me a_W'd?rship from the division commander

“When | came in you were re- range of options to off(_er Soldl_ers. on down.
enlisting individual Soldiers. Now  Seldiers whose skills are inde-  go|gjers continue to re-enlist,
you're re-enlisting families,” said Mmand or who are ready to join spexjgning on the dotted line, yet as
Jaranowski. cific units can expect substantialharq as they work, counselors rect

“It definitely has its ups and bonuses when t_hey re-enlist. Folpgnize that not every Soldier re-
downs for the families,” said AlPhaZone Soldiers, those who've ps, “|t's going to be like that,” said
Schoolfield. “It’s partly a question P€en in for up to six years, LumpNagle. “If a Soldier decides not to
of them understanding the big pic-SUm Re-enlistment Bonuses care-enlist, there’s nothing dishon-
ture. When a Soldier re-enlists in@mountto $10,000. For Soldiers inorable in that. You served your
the Army, we're re-enlisting their the Bravo Zone, who've servedcountry, and we thank you and
family too. As long as the family or from six to 10 years, the bonus carrespect you for that.”
the spouse is included in the deciamountto $15,000. “Our numbers speak for them-
sion, they’llusually supportthem.”  “The MPs and Military Intelli- selves,” said Jaranowski. “Most Sol-

Fundamental issues affectinggence Soldiers are really benefitingdiers join the Army to do something
individual Soldiers’ decisions re- from this,” said Nagle. “It's a little real-world and make a difference, and
main constant, said counselors, antiarder to keep those guys in.”  that is what they are doing.”
it is still difficult to find specific Soldiers whose re-enlistment “Right now we're on the glide
training and assignments locationswindow is coming up should check path. We're right there where we

“Our hurdles are the availabili- with their retention officers for the should be,” said Nagle.
ties of the locations Soldiers wouldlatest information. “We're going to be successful
like to goto,” said Schoolfield. “We
know for a fact that most installa- desires have always been the sameserve, Soldiers will be there,” said
tions are manned at 100 percent osaid Lopez. “When you show themSchoolfield.

| |
Educat’onlllllllllllllllllllll
Continued from page 1 Army Cavalry Regiments:2nd  1st Infantry Division and Army
and technology support. Armored Cavalry Regiment which Special Operations Command.

For the purposes of eArmyU, willbecome Stryker Brigade Com-  All eligible Soldiers receive
the following assignments are nowbat Team 4 in April 2005, 3rd Ar- $250 per semester hour or up to
considered combat forces/operamored Cavalry Regiment. 100-percent tuition, whichever is
tional units: StrykerBrigade CombatTeams: less, up to an annual ceiling of

Divisions: 1st Armored Division, SBCT 1 (3rd Brigade, 2nd Infantry $4,500. Tuition Assistance cov-
1st Infantry Division, 1st Cavalry Division), SBCT 2 (1stBrigade, 25th ers tuition, fees, books, academic
Division, 2nd Infantry Division, 3rd Infantry Division), SBCT 3 (172nd advisement, library resources and
Infantry Division, 4th Infantry Divi- Infantry Brigade), SBCT 5 (2nd Bri- administrative and technical sup-
sion, 10th Mountain Division, 25th gade, 25th Infantry Division). port, officials said. For more infor-
Infantry Division, 82nd Airborne Di- Separate Brigades:173rd Air- mation visit your Education Cen-
vision, 101st Air Assault Division. borne Infantry Brigade, 1st Brigade,ter.(ARNEWS)

“A Soldier's needs, wants and because wherever thereisaneedto
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2213t BSB — Wiesbaden, Wackernheim, Dexheim
Teamwork cleans up street | 4

Story and photos by o P ""
Cassandra Kardeke '_;_ ’ '-, LR R i '

221st Base Support Battalion
Public Affairs Office

Residents of Mississip-
pistrasse in Hainerberg Housing
gathered for a few hours the morn-
ing of Oct. 23 to make a difference
on their street. '

“The appearance of the area
had really dropped during the re-
deployment. It was time to take
pride where we live,” said area
coordinator, Capt. Kevin Rants.

“I've been herethreeyearsand™ ™
this is the first time I've seen ev- [
eryone come together like this. It's
really great,” said Rhony Boggess|
who, despite being sick with a
cold, was outwith daughter Sierra,
participating in the cleanup.

Rhony Boggess and daughter, Sierra, bag leaves during a street-wide
cleanupin Hainerberg Housing.

Leanne Hoskins digs up weeds
outside her building.
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